Introduced by Council Member K. Brown and Co-sponsored by  

Council Members Hazouri, Newby & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2015-854
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF BISHOP SAMUEL PENN NESBITT, SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Samuel Penn Nesbitt, Sr. was born in Cocoa, Florida in 1924. His family moved to Jacksonville where he graduated from Stanton High School in 1943, at which time, Mr. Nesbitt enlisted in the U.S. Army during World War II and served as a battalion sergeant major. Afterwards, he enrolled into Howard University in Washington, D.C., where he earned a degree in philosophy in 1950 and divinity in 1952. Additionally, in 1958, Mr. Nesbitt earned a law degree from Florida A&M University although God would have another plan, which led Mr. Nesbitt to follow in his father’s footsteps and pursue the call to the ministry; and


WHEREAS, Samuel Nesbitt preached his first sermon at Church of God in Christ Temple which was his father’s church. He served as his father’s assistant for many years, and in 1971, Rev. Samuel Nesbitt would carry on the spiritual guidance and stewardship of Church of God in Christ Temple as the pastor after the death of his father. Over the years, Rev. Nesbitt served the church in various administrative capacities and endured the administrative transition of 1968. As an outstanding, anointed and dedicated leader, Rev. Nesbitt rose in the national ranks of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC). He served in positions including executive secretary to the senior bishop, editor of a church publication, special assistant to the general secretary and program director of the International Youth Congress. At the state level, he was administrative assistant to the bishop, director of religious education for western Florida and district superintendent, and would later be bestowed the title of bishop; and


WHEREAS, Bishop Nesbitt served the national church, primarily from a legal standpoint, as an auxiliary bishop, and retired as the Chief Justice of the Church of God in Christ Judiciary Board, which is one of the administrative arms of the COGIC.  He led the way in defending the constitution of the COGIC and legal fights in most of the major issues that faced the church leading back to the darkest hours of the church in the late 1960s; and 


WHEREAS, Bishop Nesbitt maintained several careers throughout his very active life, with the church, to include being elected to the School Board in 1980 and serving two terms representing Springfield and portions of the north side. Bishop Nesbitt was very instrumental in getting Andrew Robinson Elementary School constructed to ensure that a school was in the core city after desegregation order. He served two terms as an appointed member of the Jacksonville Commission on Aging. During his employment at Edward Waters College, he served in several positions including Director of Institutional Research; and


WHEREAS, Bishop Nesbitt, an intellectual with a great sense of humor and a passion for people was a dynamic pastor, teacher, and community advocate. Many people often complimented Bishop Nesbitt on his impeccable taste in attire, perfectly knotted tie, and shined shoes. His talents and skills extended beyond just the church and office on into his dearest hobby of gardening; and 


WHEREAS, Bishop Samuel Penn Nesbitt, a beloved husband and father, cherished pastor and devoted leader was 91 years young upon his promotion to heaven to receive his badge of honor for a job well done as a good and faithful servant. He was an example to all that had an honor to know him. His spirit and strong faith will be sorely missed with his passing; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life of Bishop Samuel Penn Nesbitt, and extends to his family, friends, and congregation the City’s most heartfelt condolences.  Bishop Nesbitt’s memory will live long and serve as an inspiration to all who hear of his legacy of dedication, commitment and belief in serving God.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Yvonne P. Mitchell, City Council Research
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